
Artist-in-residence, Robin Lacey was 
commissioned to create this moving and 
significant feature of Sharpham Meadow.

Says Robin: “The Circle embodies 
Nature’s cycle via the eight wooden 
stations that surround it. The bronze 
Suns and Moons on opposite faces 

of these stations subtly describe their 
monthly, seasonal and yearly rhythms of  their waxing 
and waning, death and rebirth”.

At the cardinal points of the compass, the Suns can be 
gently moved aside to reveal a niche in which a votive 
candle - such as a tea light within a metal surround - 
can be lit.

A secure box is set into the outer Moon face of the 
wooden station to the North West, in order to receive 
written or drawn thoughts and deep feelings.  
These will be offered to the Ceremonial Fire.

The Fire is encircled by a bronze ring: 
an abstracted ouroborus suggesting 
Nature’s endless cycle of birth,  
death & renewal & embossed  
with a T S Eliot quote.

Entering via the building’s wicker doors, you are within 
a space designed to echo the form of the Entrance 
Lobby of Sharpham House.

The shelter’s walls are made using traditional methods 
and are Devon cob, a mixture of earth, straw and lime. 
The building has a living sedum roof.

It is a place to congregate, to host ceremonies within, 
or simply to sit quietly looking out at the vista of the 
meadow and the River Dart winding through the hills 
to the sea and beyond.

The living willow arch was created by Totnes artist 
Ben Piper as a beautiful, natural threshold to the 
burial ground.

Through the trees, and you see the shelter beyond  
the gate. To the right, there is a compost toilet for 
Meadow visitors.

Sharpham Meadow is a natural burial ground  
set in the beautiful South Devon location of the  

Sharpham Estate near Totnes, with stunning  
views of the River Dart and across the South Hams  

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

A guide to Sharpham
Meadow Natural  
Burial Ground

The Entrance The Fire Circle

Sharpham Meadow offers an ecological alternative to traditional burial or cremation and is open to all - regardless of 
faith or local residency, using a funeral director or not, having a religious ceremony, a secular ceremony, or no ceremony 

at all. It differs in feel and practice from a traditional churchyard or a municipal cemetery. Ashes can be interred here  
as well as burials. Only simple flat headstones are permitted and no other memorial items or plantings are allowed.  

www.sharphamtrust.org/burials

The Shelter 



Birds of prey - Barn owls and kestrels have been 
seen in greater numbers, hunting the shrews, mice 
and small mammals that enjoy the cover of the 
longer grasses at Sharpham Meadow.

These can be up to 7cm 
long and live in trees, 
on grassland & scrub. 
The males display to 
females by rubbing their 
forewings together to 
make a very loud sound 
- sometimes likened to 
a sewing machine! They 
provide food for birds 
and small mammals.

Although they look like a long-nosed mouse, shrews 
aren’t rodents and are in fact closer in relation to 
hedgehogs and moles.

This beautiful plant 
self-seeds at the front of 
Sharpham Meadow, with 
its delicate blue flowers 
from July to October. 
During this time, it 
attracts insects such as 
bees. It’s thought to have 
been cultivated as a food 
plant since 300 BC and is 
still enjoyed throughout 
the culinary world today.

Barn Owls

Great 
Green Bush 
Cricket

Shrews

Common 
Chicory

The site is cared for as a hay meadow, hence the grass is allowed to grow long and 
cut periodically, supporting birds, small mammals and invertebrates there. 

The wildlife you can see at Sharpham Meadow includes:

The Sharpham Trust’s mission is to 
create a more mindful, compassionate 
and environmentally-sustainable 
world through a connection to nature.
Visit here to find out more about us, to 
sign up to our newsletter or to donate and 
support our work: www.sharphamtrust.org

The Sharpham Trust is a registered charity connecting people to nature and fostering mindfulness 
and well-being. Charity number: 285767 | Company number: 01659601
The Sharpham Trust, Sharpham House, Ashprington, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7UT

We use no pesticides 
or fertilisers at 
Sharpham Meadow.
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